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ArcticNet Outreach in Nunavut: Integrating
Science and Inuit Qaujimajatugangit

armartabk School 13 a Kin-

dergarten to Grade 12 school

located 880 km north of the
Arctic=ircle in Resolute Bay, Nunawuat.
Through our Outreach Program we
have developed numerous partnerships
with local orgamzations, unmversities,
and national and nternational com-
panies. These partnerships provide an
opportunty to expose and educate our

www.arcticnet.ulaval.ca

students to scientific research and dis-
covenes, natural resources, and future
means of employment in their commu-

nity and beyond.

Our latest partnership 1s with scientists
i ArcticNet. Professor Trevor Bells
Arctic research group from Memorial
University of Newfoundland has pad
us a series of wisits and made presenta-

tions to our students that were greatly
enjoved and appreciated. A science team
from Universite Laval, under the direc-
tion of Professor Warwick Vincent, vis-
ited Qarmartalik School thus past spring.
Dunng thewr wisit there was a mutual
exchange of mnformation. The team
shared their research and Arctic expern-
ences with students and staff. In return,
the school hughlighted the educational
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philosophy and talents of the students.
Qarmartalik School has formulated an
educational philosophy based on the
ponciples of Imut Qaujimajatugangit
(Imut  societal walues): respect and
building relationships; teamwork and
consensus; collaboration; inclusion;
shared understanding; enwvironmental
stewardship; knowledge acquisition;
and service. These prnciples comprse
the wvalues, beliefs, traditions, and mo-
res of the Imut people, and the forma-
tion of our partnership with ArcticNet
supports these vanous facets of Imwut
Qaujimajatugangit.

It was dunng a discussion with Principal
Brian Manmngand OutreachCoordimnator
Tracey MachMillan that Dr. Vincent and
his team discussed how to include the
students of Qarmartalik Schoel 1n the
ArcticNet and International Polar Year
science programs. A number of imtia-
trves are being planned including student
mput to the ArcticlNet website and on-

going visits to the School by ArcticlNet
researchers. One of these ideas came
to frution thus fall All students from
grades three to twelve and their teachers
boarded the CCGS Amundsen when it
paid a commumty wisit to Resolute Bay
dunng the 2006 ArcucNet Expedition.
Aboard the ship, students recerved
suided tours and were exposed to the
science labs, research, and expenments
that were being conducted. The students
mmmensely enjoyed this expenience and
1t greatly sumulated thewr mterest 1 sci-
ence. Durning the evemng, Imut Elders
from the Resolute Bay commuumity, who
also play an important role in our school
education program, wisited the shup for
dinner. This provided an opportunity to
share their knowledge and expenence
with the scientists onboard and to learn
more about ArcticNet.

At Qarmartalik School we want to pro-
wvide our students with a well-rounded
education. Exposure to researchers 1s a

valuable educational expenence and we
look forward to ongoimng exchanges. Fur-
ther collaboration with ArcticNet wall

serve to promote scientific awareness
and enhance the delrvery of our science
curriculum, and will provide an ongoing
opportumty to share our knowledge of
Lnuit Qawimajatugangit.
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