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SANDRINE MASSE-SAVARD 

HÉLÈNE BEAULIEU

51 1096

PERFORMING ARTS

HIGHLIGHTS

B.F.A Music - Viola Interpretation

M.A Music Performance - Classical Guitar

Tarsakallak School, Aupaluk

The Performing Arts project in Aupaluk was launched in March 2014. Aupaluk is a community 
of 200 people located on the Ungava Bay, which has very little programming for youth. The 
main focus of the project was to offer extracurricular music lessons for students. Those sessions 
provided a safe place for the children to come try instruments and learn songs. In addition, the 
project coordinator worked directly with the school team to offer some in-class workshops and 
recess animation. Workshops were also offered at the daycare centre for toddlers. At the end of 
the school year, children were encouraged to perform in front of their peers and the community 
for the Talent Show.

5 students in Grades 1 and 2 recorded a CD of 8 songs in Inuktitut.

Jaaji Ookpik and Chelsey June from Twin Flames gave a workshop for the Youth and performed 
at the end of the year concert.

A little boy, who has very little successes in school, won the award for biggest attendance at the 
music activities after school. He was so proud.

A local band including former students and our only 2016 graduate performed 4 songs at the 
talent show including some original music. 

A young grade 6 student wrote a song that she performed at the Talent Show. She found 
friends to play with her and they decided on the parts for each member of the band.

5 students performed at the Talent Show. They were really proud to get on the stage and 
perform in front of the community.

Music workshops were given at the daycare, where toddlers were introduced to ukulele, guitar, banjo, 
violin and small percussion instruments.

2 students from Tasiujaq travelled  to Aupaluk to perform at the Talent show, and one student from 
Aupaluk performed at the talent shows in Kangirsuq and Tasiujaq.

HOURS WORKED
WITH YOUTH

LOCAL ANIMATOR: QULLIK CAIN

NUMBER OF YOUTH
PARTICIPANTS



XAVIER ARCHAMBAULT-GAUTHIER

PAUL JAKUBOWSKI

156 1185

SCIENCE & ROBOTICS

HIGHLIGHTS

Recreation and Leisure Services at Riviere-du-Loup College

M.Mi of Management of Innovation

Innalik School, Inukjuak

The Youth Fusion Science and Robotics program at the Innalik school in the Inuit village of 
Inukjuak has developed a strong fan base after its inaugural year. Students ranging from 
grade 4 to secondary 5 undertook fun but demanding challenges such as engineering a LEGO 
Mindstorms robot sumo champion, erecting an almost two meters high tower out of only glue 
and spaghetti, and keeping up with the innovative DIY movement by building and programing 
Arduino-based electronics. The reach of the program extended beyond the school’s walls and 
into other organizations in the community, including Ivirtivik (youth employment services), 
Pigiursavik (adult school) and the Inukjuak Social Reintegration Centre. The Innalik Robotics 
Team trip to the Montreal Robotics Festivals was the high point of the project, the three 
participating team members enjoying the sights of the city (one of them for the first time)  
and drinking in the energy of the Festival.

Trip with the Innalik Robotics Team to the Montreal Robotics Festival.

A student opening up to me about personal problems.

The most difficult class in the school becoming fully engaged during a robotics activity.

A parent approaching me and telling me his child has more confidence after being in Youth 
Fusion’s activities.

A teacher telling me how much a student’s work quality improved after participating in activities 
and 1-on-1 time with me.

Youth approaching me in the community asking me when I’ll be in their class for an activity.

Hearing from parents and teachers about how much the students appreciated my activities.

A few students requesting tutoring to improve their performance at school.

HOURS WORKED
WITH YOUTH

NUMBER OF YOUTH
PARTICIPANTS



MAUDE OSTIGUY-LAUZON

300 1318

LEADERSHIP, ARTS & MEDIA

HIGHLIGHTS

B.A Visual Arts & C. Psychology

Innalik School, Inukjuak

Youth Fusion offered in-class and extracurricular activities requesting an active participation of the 
students. We used a unique pedagogical approach including arts and media as a vector of academic 
motivation. We stimulated youth’s creativity through various projects such as a fanzine (with 
translation in French-English-Inuktitut), murals, dance group, personalized tutoring, reading club, 
CLIP project (short film made in the community), etc. Youth had the possibility to develop their skills 
(team spirit, etc.) through experiential learning and discovered new ways to be interested in school. 
With our project-oriented approach, they built great relationships with their peers.

Convincing a 10 years old who had dropped out to go back to school. This student stopped 
going to school for 2 years and was the youngest dropout of Inukjuak. With personalized 
tutoring and a strong partnership between social services and the teachers, this boy is now 
attending school. 

Our Una Unikkaavut film won the first prize (Clip d’Or) at the Youth Fusion’s CLIP Gala and 
provided an occasion to talk about the issue of suicide, which is very present in many of our 
participants lives. 

A fanzine project started at the beginning of the school year and ended just before 
Christmas. The students followed art workshops and learned about legends from Nunavut 
and Nunavik to produce a two-page fanzine. Putting all those stories together finally ended 
up as a thirty-page book !   

We organized a presentation of our movie Una Unikkaavut for the community. We presented the 
short film in the recreation centre of Inukjuak, we offered tea and we asked people to bring bannock. 

Students started two new clubs in the school : Green club and Reading club. Mixing art and 
pedagogy, those two clubs took place in class, but also continued after school at the Family house.

For Christmas, we made a partnership with Opération Père Noël. This organization provided more 
than 500 gifts for all the students of the school, who had previously written a letter to Santa. The 
entire community gathered to celebrate.  

HOURS WORKED
WITH YOUTH

NUMBER OF YOUTH
PARTICIPANTS



DIANA DALY

50 772

PERFORMING ARTS 

HIGHLIGHTS

Technical Production Diploma at National Theatre School of Canada 

Sautjuit School, Kangirsuk

The Performing Arts projects included some instrument instruction, singing, beginners music 
literacy, group music making and fostering the continuation of Inuit folk music and dance. It 
also included a weekly radio broadcast where students programmed and hosted the show on 
their local FM station. The other component of learning/practising music and radio was the 
development of communication skills (English and Inuktitut), self-esteem building,  
self-expression, harm reduction and working in a group. 

Participants trusting me enough to talk about trauma and suicidal ideation. Disclosure was an 
important step to find the specific intervention plan for each youth with the support of the 
school team.

Neevie Simigak speaking from her heart on the FM about rumours and how they can hurt.

Kattajjait workshop with Leah Kudluk. Leah is one of the last elders who is an expert in Throat 
Singing specific to Kangirsuk. We recorded her teaching this intangible cultural heritage to youth.

Tommy Put winning the rising star award at the Regional Talent Show... He couldn’t believe 
he won something for singing !

Helping students apply to Rock Camp for Girls Montreal and witnessing the validation they felt 
when "gay/lesbian/trans" was an option to identify as on the application form. 

Eva Kaukai and Manon Chamberland performing the Kattajait they learned from Leah Kudluk 
at our Talent Show. They worked so hard and were so good !

The year-end talent show was a great mix of students and staff, pop and folk music and dance. 
Saali Keelan was so generous with his time and spirit. It was a beautiful event that I am proud of.

Willie Eetok playing accordion for the dances with the square dance troup. How great to see him 
light up and thrill the community !

HOURS WORKED
WITH YOUTH

NUMBER OF YOUTH
PARTICIPANTS



ZOE KROONENBURG

60 287

ELEMENTARY LEADERSHIP

HIGHLIGHTS

DEC in Social Sciences

Asimauttaq School, Kuujjuarapik

The objective of this project was to develop leadership skills amongst the elementary students 
of Asimauttaq school. It was also my duty to promote a healthy lifestyle, either by showing them 
how to cook good and healthy food or promoting physical activity.

Jeunes Karibus project : All year long training for the final cross-country skiing expedition 
between Kangirsuk and Aupaluk.

Encouraging students to use the Inuttitut language.

Cooking around the world : Students chose meals from different parts of the world and 
cooked it together.

Lunch time activity : Physical activities and games organized during the lunch period. 
Participants had to propose games to their peers and choose together which ones they 
would play.

Sledding with students.

HOURS WORKED
WITH YOUTH

NUMBER OF YOUTH
PARTICIPANTS



DYLAN LORD

CHRISTIAN BRUN DEL RE

60 1077

PERFORMING ARTS 

HIGHLIGHTS

B.A International Development at York University 

B.FA in Music Performance, concentration in Jazz Studies

Asimauttaq School, Kuujjuarapik

This year project was all about self-expression. I strongly believe that expression is the key to 
prevent depression. My objective was to facilitate self-expression through music, poetry, dance 
and movement. By creating a safe space, I gave youth the opportunity to be who they are, feel 
accepted and embody their emotions: sing even if you don’t know the words, do that dance 
move, write the thoughts that are coming to your mind and write a poem. The performing arts 
project gave students opportunities to develop talents as performing artists. Students were able 
to see how far their talents can take them as they received opportunities to record music, make 
movies, perform at shows, go carolling, etc. 

One girl was convinced she wasn’t able to talk on the air at the radio or answer the calls. By the 
end of our broadcast when the phone rang, she would burst out proudly, « Oh, it is for me » !

A student published a video on the web of an original rap he made, after much online bullying in 
the comment section, he persevered and even performed in front of the community.

Zombie is a game created with movement ideas from contemporary dance where  
I transform myself into a «zombie» dancer and chase youth around. It is a great tool to 
introduce contemporary dance lessons.

I programmed electronic music to initiate a hip-hop recording project. When I showed my creation 
to a student, he penned rap lyrics right in front of me within a few minutes. 5 minutes later it  
was recorded.

The first time he rapped, he mumbled inaudibly and slouched on a chair. Two months later, he 
stood grounded, looked you in the eye and projected each syllable.

It was with music vision that he produced his beat, the foundation that allowed him to freely 
spit rhymes and dance from the heart - I stood in the same room in awe.

Taking 5 students, 3 of whom are at-risk, to perform at the regional talent show where they won 
the Favourite award.

HOURS WORKED
WITH YOUTH

NUMBER OF YOUTH
PARTICIPANTS



MAXIME SAUNIER

160 1135

SCIENCE & OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

HIGHLIGHTS

NUMBER OF YOUTH
PARTICIPANTS

NUMBER OF HOURS
WORKED

Asimauttaq School, Kuujjuarapik & Badabin Eeyou School, Whapmagoostui

The project coordinator in science acts as a gateway between the Inuit and Cree schools with
the Centre for Northern Studies (CEN). The goal is to increase the opportunities of discovering
this centre within the community while offering alternative activities focused on science 
and the outdoors to promote academic perseverance for students. By doing so, we hope to 
raise awareness amongst youth from Inuit and Cree schools about environmental issues and 
introduce the students to outdoor science. 

Jeunes Karibus Project : 2nd edition. Seven students from Asimauttaq school have been trained 
for five months in order to reach two Inuit communities by cross-country skiing.

Tursujuq National Park journey (3 days) : Jeunes Karibus participants have been prepared before 
the big expedition.

Science fair : Students designed experiments to discover natural and human phenomenons.

Scavenger hunt : Students from both schools used GPS to locate science questions on the land. 
It was a stimulating activity for the participants.

Snow-shoes outing  :  Foster youth to spend their energy outside while learning about their natural 
environment.

Elders Society of the Arctic : Participation in a new school program enhancing knowledge about 
science and culture. 

Learning about ecological technics and implementing them in the Cree and Inuit schools.

CEN : Students have been invited several times at the CEN to attend to many conferences from 
scientists to know more about this research station. 

M.Sc Biology, specialization in International Ecology



DANIEL J. TIMMONS

70 347

PERFORMING ARTS

HIGHLIGHTS

B.Ed of Education and M.A of Arts at Saint Mary’s University, St. Francis Xavier University 
and University of Victoria

Iguarsivik School, Puvirnituq

I am a secondary English teacher at Iguarsivik school and have been working as a part-time 
coordinator for Youth Fusion for the past two years. For the past year, our Performing Arts 
program in Puvirnituq has not had a full-time coordinator due to a lack of housing in the 
community. With help from teachers and two local animators, we have been able to provide daily 
activities in a dynamic afterschool music program. The Qulliq Band was formed in the fall of 2014 
in our program and have been practising and performing ever since. They performed several 
times during the Winter Games on several different stages and to different audiences from 
across the circumpolar region. They garnered a lot of positive media attention and became ‘fan 
favourites’ for their upbeat versions of Inuktitut classics as well as their Throat Boxing, a cross 
between traditional throat singing and hip-hop beat-boxing.

The Culture teacher designed and built a stage for our music room. Participants used it daily for 
rehearsals to better prepare them for performing on a stage with an audience.

In March, participants from our program represented Nunavik as Cultural Performers at the Arctic 
Winter Games in Nuuk, Greenland.

The 2 winners also had the chance to record their song with a professional producer and learn 
about the recording process.

2 participants from our program won the Grand Prize at the Pigunnaniq Festival in Salluit.  
Our participants also performed on stage with Nelson Tagoona and Saali Keelan. 

The Qulliq Band performed an intimate cultural showcase for exchange students from Lévis, Quebec  
at Iguarsivik school. Over seventy people packed into our music room for their upbeat performance.

We transformed the school’s student lounge into a concert hall. A large audience from the community 
were entertained by live student bands as well as displays of student-produced art, photos and films. 

12 participants performed on the outdoor stage in front of a large crowd at the Relay for Life cancer 
research fundraiser. The crowd enjoyed seeing their youth involved and praised their talent. 

We hosted an Activity Night, during which we had a movie, games, and an Open Mic night of music. 
Many students took to the stage to perform for their peers in the open "jam session".

HOURS WORKED
WITH YOUTH

NUMBER OF YOUTH
PARTICIPANTS



AUDREY MORIN

106 1315

LEADERSHIP & HEALTHY LIVING

HIGHLIGHTS

B.Sc Psychology and Linguistic and Somatic Education (DESS)

Iguarsivik School, Puvirnituq

The Leadership and Healthy Living program in Puvirnituq is based on several activities aiming 
for better self-expression, the development of creativity and a healthy imagination, a sense of 
belonging and pride towards Inuit culture, community and self-knowledge. Through cooking 
classes, art activities, social engagement projects, Iguarsivik youth are called upon to redefine 
their interests, to become agents of change in their school and to develop healthier lifestyles. 
Creating an active Student Council also allows students to have a voice in the school and 
ensured they had a living environment which resembled them more.

Creation of 3 committees inside the Student Council who were all meeting once per week and 
doing active work to make the school a better place to be. 

Linocut production has been sold to fundraise the Student Council. Part of the profits have been 
redistributed to the young artists. 

Active participation of 12 youths in the "Recess Squad", animating recess at the elementary 
school and training the Peace-Keepers at Ikaarvik school. 

Creation of a dance group that performed in 3 main events in the community and that 
gave classes to younger students.

Six members of the student council participated in the Cree Leadership Conference in Waswanipi. 
The whole trip was financed by fundraising and students initiatives. 

Continuation of the Circus Group and training given from the oldest kids of Ikaarvik to the
younger ones in preparation for a performance.

Implication of youth and teachers from the 2 schools at the Community Christmas Market. 

Members of the Student Council made the school announcements once a week on the Intercom : 
activities, information, good deeds.

HOURS WORKED
WITH YOUTH

NUMBER OF YOUTH
PARTICIPANTS



119 1126

PERFORMING ARTS

LOCAL ANIMATOR: LUCASSI AMAMATUAK

HIGHLIGHTS

Ikusik School, Salluit

Salluit is an Inuit community located in the north of Nunavik. This community has two schools: 
Pigiurvik and Ikusik. Youth Fusion is mostly working in partnership with Ikusik school to prevent 
school drop-out. The Performing Arts project aimed to create a positive and constructive link 
between the school and the students, through various music and art workshops. The Performing Arts 
project reached many students with a diversified in-class and afterschool program offering activities 
such as piano, guitar and ukulele workshops and visual arts, both at lunch time and afterschool. The 
in-class programming also worked very well and allowed us to reach students who would not take 
part in afterschool activities. In addition to the 10 weekly extracurricular activities offered by Youth 
Fusion, 8 weekly in-class art activities were also held by the project coordinator. 26 students were 
part of the annual Art and Music Festival.  All the artists were students and all the decorations for the 
event were created during in-class workshops. Salluit was also the host of the Pigunnaniq Regional 
Music Festival where 7 communities presented performing arts participants. Music workshops were 
held by Inuits artists Saali Keelan, Nelson Tagoona, Jaaji Ookpik and Chelsey June.

26 students performed at the local Art and Music festival of Salluit. Their performance 
included singing, piano, ukulele and guitar.

The local Art and Music festival of Salluit reached more than 100 people in the community.

80 art workshops were offered in 7 different classrooms. 

A 1 x 1.5 m painting representing 5 daily Inuit life scenes was made by high school students.

6 local artists performed at the local festival, including the Sugluk Band and 2 throat singers.

10 regular extracurricular activities were offered each week to the students. Youth learned to play 
various music instruments and tried different art forms. 

The relationship between Youth Fusion and the school was very positive.  Both partners felt they 
have reached their goals and contributed to building a strong and constructive partnership.

20 students from Salluit prepared pieces and performed in the Pigunnaniq Festival in December 
2015, and 2 students from Salluit won the prize for best teamwork !

HOURS WORKED
WITH YOUTH

ANDRÉANNE PARENTEAU
B.A Political Science and International Relations

NUMBER OF YOUTH
PARTICIPANTS



CINDY RUEL

163 1344

LEADERSHIP & HEALTHY LIVING

HIGHLIGHTS

B.A. Sexology and C. Social Gerontology 

Ikusik School, Salluit

My mandate as a Leadership & Healthy Living coordinator involved daily in-class and afterschool 
activities. I developed many in-class workshops, in partnership with Ikusik’s teachers, such 
as Geography and Social Studies Workshop in elementary classes. I also contributed to a 
Suicide Commitee and Bullying Commitee and went to every class with them (Prevention 
and Education). A large number of activities were also offered after school (ex. : Design Club). 
Every Friday, I would facilitate the Student Council meeting. We organized a fundraiser and a 
Christmas Party. I was also in charge of weekly Healthy Cooking Class.

Those activities were held to help youth increase their self-esteem and believe in themselves to 
achieve their goals. During the year, they learned to be leaders for their community and to be 
socially engaged. 

Design Club : 34 workshops were offered. Participants learned different knitting patterns, 
sewing and beading. Students made their own creations such as bandanas, tuques, mittens, 
bracelets and purses.

Anti-bullying monthly activities were held in the community with at-risk youth throughout the 
school year.

Youth Fusion participated in the Healthy Relation Week. We offered workshops on intimacy, STDs, 
HIV and consent for at-risk youth. We also organized a community supper (we cooked traditional 
food) at the Adult Centre where elders spoke to the youth about healthy relationships. 

80 healthy cooking classes helped the students make healthy choices. Each week, they 
voted for the next meal they wanted to cook and learned how to read and follow a recipe 
in their second or third language. They distributed 100 homemade soups, 50 beef shepherd 
pies and 40 salmon pies to the community, therefore becoming positive role models. 

Eight girls attended a volleyball tournament (achievement of a school year training) in Montreal. 
They trained with the Cégep de Limoilou team during a week in Quebec City and then went for a 
two-day tournament in Montreal.

On Women’s Day, we organized a women gathering at the Adult Centre. Students helped with many 
workshops offered and 80 women came to the event.

HOURS WORKED
WITH YOUTH

NUMBER OF YOUTH
PARTICIPANTS



JAMIE WEBBER

73 1239

MUSIC & PERFORMING ARTS

B.Sc. Neuroscience and B. of Music – Composition

Ajagutak School, Tasiujaq

I ran in-class music activities and an after school drop-in music room where I taught guitar and 
drum lessons, allowing the youth to explore their own musical expression in an encouraging but 
non-directive fashion. Many of the kids took up the guitar and drums, and both at Christmas 
and at the end of the year we had very successful concerts with a good turn-out of community 
members. I’m happy with the impact the project had on the students.

Having one very shy boy, Mosesiapik, become my most dedicated student and seeing him 
develop both in his self-confidence and as a musician.

The day a little kid who gets bullied a lot, Jusua, showed up alone to my music room, 
told me to play drums, and sang for 45 minutes completely unprompted !

Finally breaking through with Jakusi after months and months of efforts, and having him play 
the drums for 3 hours straight one night. He then taught himself the guitar in less than a week.

Travelling to Salluit with two students and seeing them claim the grand prize at the  
talent competition.

Getting to know some of the other teachers and doing what I can to help them find and engage
their students in more creative ways.

Seeing on a few different occasions a student noticeably improve in a skill such as reading or
drumming a steady beat following my working with and encouraging them.

Hearing Itsajak, 13-year-old, play his heart out on the guitar. There’s something special about his 
music - he needs a guitar of his own.

Working in-class with the kindergartens and Grade 1 students. I’m one of the first non-Inuit 
teachers they’ve worked with so the first impression was very important.

HIGHLIGHTS

HOURS WORKED
WITH YOUTH

NUMBER OF YOUTH
PARTICIPANTS



GEREMIA LORENZO LODI

122 1045

PERFORMING ARTS

M.A. Music Education

Kiluutaq School, Umiujaq 

Two students often unable to bear the class environment became confident through music 
classes, discovering their talents and sharing it with peers.

About 40 students performed at the local music festival at the end of the year, sharing with 
the community their talent and work.

Almost every single student in the school has been involved in music activities.

Young students who had displayed antisocial behaviour have been able to pick up an instrument 
and interact musically with others.

Body percussion had a great success with high school students for its playful nature and its 
social component.

Hip hop dance organized with Bertina Tooktoo, local leader and dancer, had a huge success 
among primary students with peaks of 25 participants.

Guitar Night : Intergenerational weekly meeting opened to the entire community : Singing along  
to songs, teaching/playing guitar in an informal context.

Younger students, yearning to play guitar, were able to learn ukulele, better adapted to their age.

The project aimed to accompany students in developing social skills and artistic passions. The 
activities had the result of bolstering students’ confidence and supporting awareness of individual 
qualities and personal resources. In doing so, the project addressed the basic issues largely 
experienced by youth in the community such as solitude, abandon, despair, bullying, addictions.

1 - Projects in collaboration with teachers in regular school hours: Group bonding, instilling  
a positive social in-class climate.
2 - Afterschool activities: Individual and group musical workshops, sharing the passion for music.
3 - Evening Activities at the Youth Centre: Reaching the students in the environment where they feel 
more at ease, being available for them also in the hours when they are more exposed to dangers.
4 - Building strong partnerships with local organizations (recreational manager, Youth Centre, and 
Social Services, artistic leaders) to offer students a strong network of support.

HIGHLIGHTS

HOURS WORKED
WITH YOUTH

NUMBER OF YOUTH
PARTICIPANTS
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