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In-class activities 
More fun with hands-on activities 

 
With the collaboration of teachers in 
both schools, the science coordinator 
was able to organize some hands-on 
activities strengthening the learning 
experience in various subjects such 
as geography, science and technology 
and even literacy.  
 
On the right, William, secondary I 
student is testing soil erosion.  

Lauri and Joy, secondary II stu-
dents, are trying to clean a 
goose wing dipped in motor oil. 
They realize that an oil spill is no 
joke for birds. What a mess to 
clean up! 



 
 

In-class activities 
More fun with hands-on activities 

Pamela, Yasmine and 
Arnatuq are trying to 
beat to boys at the 
catapult challenge. 
All built with office 
supplies, their cata-
pults had a range of 
almost 10 meters.  

After reading a story about the 
fragile balance in an ecosystem, 
grade 6 students at Badabin Ee-
you had to recreate the food 
network using strings and 
sticks. Jadon is showing the 
three levels of the food net-
work, with the three predators 
on top.  



VOLCANO  
EXPERIMENT 1 
Elementary students from Badabin Eeyou school enjoying the classic 
volcano experiment with Alex. With just 3 simple ingredients the kids were 
excited to create the eruption and then repeated it 5 more times. (Again, 
again!) 



VOLCANO 
EXPERIMENT 2 
Secondary students from Asimauttaq school 
constructing their  volcano experiment. During 
the construction more vegetation  and even 
water was added for their interpretation of 
their volcano model. 



 
 

ACIDS AND BASES DEMO 
Badabin Eeyou secondary 4 + 5 

 Students: Rose George, Amelia George, Sabrina George, Tyra Masty-
Shem, Leanne Natachequan, Maggie Sandy Jr. Susan Sheshamush, and 
Daisy Angutiguluk. 

Using a red cabbage as a pH indica-
tor, students had to guess the pH of 
various households products and so-
lutions from the lab.  



 
 

CARIBOU UNGAVA 
COMMUNITY EVENT 

On Tuesday February  26,  Youth 

Fusion and the CEN hosted an in-

teractive  Caribou and Wolf presen-

tation showcasing the  research 

work of Caribou Ungava`s field 

team lead by Steeve Côté . 

 Ten community members from 

Kuujjuaraapik-Whapmagoostui 

attended including students, teach-

ers and curious citizens. For many, 

it was their first time at the CEN. 

 

Côté and his team captured the au-

dience with footage of their field 

work and latest migration research 

findings. After a brief question and 

answer period,  audience members 

were invited to hold the tracking 

equipment, collars and antlers.  

Two local Cree students, Marcus 
Menarick and Sheldon Kawapit were 
surprised to learn how heavy the 
catch net guns and restraining  de-
vices were. 

Photograph by: JoËlle Taillon , Caribou Ungava 



CARIBOU UNGAVA 
PHOTO GALLERY 





In-class interview with an elder or an expert. 
Students from secondary II to secondary IV 
French class had to prepare questions related to 
the changing world in the Arctic. Questions 
about waste disposal, climate change, and eco-
logical footprint were discussed in class with the 
help of Claude Tremblay, veteran worker in the 
Northern Quebec and manager at the CEN sci-
ence station in Kuujjuaraapik. Here are some 
questions that were asked by the class. 
 

Question 1 asked by Joy  Aragutak 

Is there more garbage in Kuujjuaraapik than 
before? 

A: Of course! Population has increased, more 
houses were built, more facilities too. This cre-
ates a lot more waste than before. We see more 
domestic waste but also commercial waste. Con-
struction residuals such as paint, oil, solvent, 
wood, plastic wrap, and lead pipes aren’t 
brought back when they build or tear down a 
building.  The junk yard has expanded too. It’s 
the only place you can dispose of old snowmo-
biles, appliances and cars. We still have the wa-
ter pipes from the old military base. Batteries of 
various kinds are also a big issue. People don’t 
dispose of them carefully. Instead of bringing it 
to the garage, they throw it in the domestic gar-
bage. It contains a lot of harmful products.   
 

Question 2 asked by Karim Bournissa 

Where do the commercial wastes come from? 

A: Mostly new construction but also old TVs, 
computers and screens. Although there is a lot 
of money that could be made by recycling some 
parts, the cost of shipping it to a facility is too 
high. 
 

Question 3 asked by Jordan Kronenburg 

Would it possible to have a recycling factory in 
the community? 

A: Possibly, but it would be a big investment. 
You need a triage center and to send the prod-

ucts down south by plane or by boat is very ex-
pensive. This is an issue that will soon need to 
be addressed.  We could implement a compost 
program to reduce up to 30% our domestic 
waste. Compost using worms could be done in 
the households. 
 

Question 4 asked by Jordan Kronenburg 

Do we create a lot of pollution in 
Kuujjuaraapik? 

A: Not really. We don’t use our car as much as 
people down south. For a small population we 
accumulated a lot of waste though that could be 
harmful to the water sources.  The one thing 
that contributes a lot to our ecological footprint 
is the diesel power plant.  We emit a lot of 
greenhouse gases through this. 
 

Question 5 asked by Lauri Mulucto 

Why do we have to inspect the meat from wild-
life before eating it? Is it linked to pollution? 

A: Toxic products tend to accumulate in the fat 
of the animals and builds up as you go up the 
food chain. The plankton and mollusks are the 
first to filter the toxic products, bigger predators 
eat them and the products are transferred from 
one level to another until we eat them.  I re-
member the time they hunted walruses few 
years ago and the biopsies showed a danger for 
humans. It could be from heavy metals such a 
mercury or parasites. Old animals can also be 
sick and then harmful for us. 
 

Question 6 asked by Geneviève Vaudry 

According to your experience here, what are 
the changes we observe as climate is warming? 

A: Back 15 years ago we could cross on the ice to 
go on the Manitounouk Islands in December. 
Nowadays, you can’t cross before January at 
least. We also observe more porcupines, some 
birds that were not used to be seen here such as 
the mourning dove. We have more rainy days as 
the ice melts, more trees growing too.  

 
 

STUDENTS INTERVIEW CLAUDE 





Nature Walk 
High school students from Asimauttaq were taken out for a nature 
walk at the Second Point along the Hudson Bay. They could witness 
soil erosion, benthic  fauna and bioluminescence.  
 
 

Jellyfish showing its disco 
lights! Bioluminescence at 
its finest. 

Experiencing actual soil erosion.  

Second Point, one the best attractions 
of Kuujjuarapik-Whapmagoostui 



Lunch-time microscopy 
Lunch-time at Asimauttaq was all about games, reading and microscopy 
in the library. Thanks to the CEN’s SmartScope® microscope, kids had a 
big view of the small world. Can you guess what’s in the pictures? 

1 

3 

5 

2 

4 

6 

1. The inside of a red pepper 2. An ant abdomen 3. Jeans fabric 4. A 1 year old 
pine stem 5. A laptop screen 6. Iron pyrite 



TEAM CHALLENGE 
Youth from both sides of the community teamed up in 
May to spend an evening competing in  challenges 
including an obstacle course, a GPS guided quest, a 
tour of the garden, mini science experiments followed 
by a supper at the CEN. 
 



Camping Trip 
Eight students from Asimauttaq participated in an 2-days initiation to den-
droecology, the study of tree growth in their environment. Following Alex 
the Science Guy and Geneviève Degré-Timmons, an ecology technician, 
the students learned the basics of ecological field work. They studied a 
spruce stand in a typical forest-tundra ecosystem and produced a short 
report on their experience.  

Lauri is fascinated by her first tree 
core. 

Orientation using a GPS.  

Yasmine and Lauri are measuring 
the diameter of this spruce.  

Taking care of the tools.  







GARDENING AT THE CEN 

 
The CEN greenhouse has been a great attraction to 
youth this year! Regular Saturday garden activities draw 
in an eager crowd and the kids visit to look after and 
measure the growth of their potatoes, carrots, peppers 
and sunflower plants.  
(And they stay for the occasional bug catching  
opportunity, too!) 




