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In May the Governor General 
of Canada and his wife visited 
the CEN research complex at 
Whapmagoostu i -Kuuj juarap ik 
during a tour of the Hudson Bay 
communities. The CEN scientific 
director, Warwick Vincent, 
Christine Barnard, CEN’s Science 
Coordinator, and Maxime Saunier, 
Station coordinator, presented 
a variety of ongoing research 
projects, gave them a tour of the 
Community Science Centre, and 
showcased the unique outreach 
methods used to facilitate 
knowledge sharing with the local 
communities.

VISIT OF THE
GOVERNOR GENERAL

CEN’s Northern Gradient Project
Environmental change is happening at varying magnitudes and 
rates, depending on the geographic location of systems and on 
the specific responses of ecosystems and geosystems to this 
change. Natural environmental gradients, such as latitudinal 
gradients, offer natural contrasts which help better understand 
geo-ecosystems structure and function. In the context of climate 
change and considering the hypothesis of space-for-time 
substitution, latitudinal gradients may be used to predict species 
composition of certain ecosystems. 
The Network of eight CEN field stations and 110 environmental 
monitoring stations spans a remarkable latitudinal gradient 
of climate regimes and ecozones covering 4000 km, from high boreal 
forest, to forest and shrub tundra, true tundra, and polar desert. This 
integrative project aims to: 1) stimulate multidisciplinary research over a 
vast territory to advance our understanding of environmental change; 2) to 
facilitate access to sites and to coordinate the collection of environmental 
observations along this unique 30 degree latitudinal gradient.
A first round of funding took place this winter with 9 CEN projects funded. 
The projects selected had to result in syntheses or compilations of existing 
data and had to cover at least a portion of the latitudinal gradient. The 
funded projects address a variety of topics, from snow dynamics, changing 
permafrost conditions, peatland palsa evolution, aquatic ecology, and 
food web interactions. Moreover, within the framework of the Northern 
Gradient Project, CEN is setting up a collaborative system facilitating 
collection of samples, analysis and observations throughout the northern 
gradient.
This initiative will lead to integrated and innovative research, confirming 
CEN’s position at the forefront of climate change research in the 
circumpolar North. 

 SCIENCE HIGHLIGHT

The CEN now has a state-of-the-art micro-geoarcheology laboratory that is 
unique in Quebec. In collaboration with her archeologist colleagues, CEN 
director Dr. Najat Bhiry obtained a grant of $ 600K  from the CFI to equip 
this new laboratory. The laboratory is comprised of two separate units, 
one that is equipped to produce thin sections of sediments to reconstruct 
human occupancy of archeological sites.  The second unit is laboratory 
space for the microscopic analysis of the prepared samples.
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 NEWS FROM OUR STATIONS

http://www.cen.ulaval.ca/en/page.aspx?lien=index
http://www.lefil.ulaval.ca/articles/lere-micro-geoarcheologie-38656.html
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Alexander Culley joined the CEN as a regular member in 2015. 
After completing his studies at the University of Oregon, Moss 
Landing and UBC, he pursued his post-doctoral research on 
marine viruses based at the University of Hawaii at Manoa. He 
is now an assistant professor in the department of Biochemistry, 
Microbiology and Bio-informatics at Université Laval. Alexander’s 
research program addresses environmental viral ecology issues 
using cutting-edge molecular techniques. His research has taken 
him all the way to CEN’s Ward Hunt station where he studies 
viral communities in aquatic ecosystems in a changing climate. 
He also leads projects at CEN’s Whapmagoostui-Kuujjuarapik 
and Umiujaq stations.

CEN RESEARCHER: ALExANdER CULLEy

A WORd FROM OUR STUdENT REPS
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Dear student colleagues,
We wish to welcome new CEN students. We would also like to thank 
everyone who participated in the last CEN annual meeting on the 11th of 
February and the Spring Meeting on May 5th. The evaluation of the CEN 
student scholarships and awards submitted before March 1st has now 
come to an end, and applicants should already have received an email 
notification. If you applied for a student scholarship or award and you have 
not received any news yet, you should contact the student committee at the 
following email address: etudiants@cen.ulaval.ca. This year, your Dévoué 
Comité Étudiant (devoted student committee, DCÉ) changed considerably 
by welcoming three new members: Yannick Seyer, PhD student in Biology 
(ULaval), Audrey Le Pogam, PhD student in Biology (UQAR) and Guillaume 
Arbour, MSc in Water Science (INRS). They joined the veteran members 
Samuel Gagnon, PhD student in Geography (ULaval), and Caroline Dolant, 
PhD student in Remote Sensing at (USherbrooke).
Best of luck to those in the field and happy writing to those finishing up!

Follow CEN news 
on Facebook

And on RSS feed

The CEN Bulletin is written for CEN members and the scientific community and 
others interested in northern environmental research. The material provided
showcases the work of its members and aims to disseminate information on
CEN activities. 

The Institut nordique du Québec 
(INQ) is pleased to announce the 
Forum Santé Nord 2016 Northern 
Health Forum taking place on 
16 June 2016, on the Université 
Laval campus. The 2016 Northern 
Health Forum will provide an 
opportunity for participants to 
share and exchange knowledge 
related to major issues in northern 
Indigenous health research, during 
a period of marked acceleration in 
the use of the natural environment 
by multiple stakeholders. 

Inuit Studies Conference 
2016 “Inuit Traditions“ will  be 
hosted by Memorial University 
of Newfoundland and the 
Nunatsiavut Government in 
St. John’s, Newfoundland and 
Labrador, October 7-10, 2016. 

MARK yOUR CALENdARS!

SPECIAL dISTINCTION
CEN researcher Martin-Hugues St-Laurent was selected to appear on the 
list of the top “50 Quebeckers who create the extraordinary” of Urbania 
magazine. The magazine readers, as well as a panel of experts in various 
fields, including science, proposed more than 350 candidates for the list. Dr. 
St-Laurent is very pleased with the honor attributed by this magazine, which 
helps to make scientific research more accessible to the general public. 
Congratulations!

http://www.cen.ulaval.ca/page.aspx?lien=bourse
mailto:etudiants%40cen.ulaval.ca?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CENTRE-D%C3%89TUDES-NORDIQUES-CEN-Centre-for-northern-studies/201914913176207
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CENTRE-D%C3%89TUDES-NORDIQUES-CEN-Centre-for-northern-studies/201914913176207
http://www.inq.ulaval.ca/forum-sante-nord/index-en.php 
http://www.inq.ulaval.ca/forum-sante-nord/index-en.php 
http://www.mun.ca/isc2016/about.htm
http://www.mun.ca/isc2016/about.htm
http://urbania.ca/222953/devoilement-50-quebecois-creent-lextraordinaire-2016/

