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ᖃᓄᐃᒻᒪᓪᓗ?

Goose banding 
on Bylot Island: 
How and why?
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ᖁᔭᓐᓇᒦᓐ! Thank you!

ᐊᐱᖅᑯᑎᒃᓴᖃᕈᕕᑦ? ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓂ
ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕆᒃᓯ!

Questions? Contact us!

Geese are captured when they are moulting 
and can not fly. At this time of year they are in 
flocks which we locate by helicopter. Once 
everything is ready, people on the ground 
slowly surround them and walk them into a 
corral-like enclosure made of netting. For their 
safety, young are separated from adults and 
individually marked by a team of experienced 
persons. Geese are released after about 3 
hours, all at the same time to ensure that 
young are not separated from their parents.

Snow Geese are migratory birds that breed in 
the Arctic and winter in the south. They are 
hunted in Nunavut, southern Canada and the 
United States. Hunting regulations and 
management policies are based on scientific 
studies using banded birds. Observations of 
banded birds in migration and the reporting of 
bands by hunters provide essential information 
on movements, reproduction and sources of 
mortality. Band information helps us determine 
where geese breeding near Pond Inlet are 
being harvested and the number of geese that 
are harvested in Canada and the United 
States.
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ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᐅᑎᖅᑕᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᑕ ᐱᐅᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑎᑦ
ᐅᑭᐅᑕᖅᑐᒥᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐅᑭᐊᓪᓕᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ
ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂᑦ. ᐊᖑᓇᓱᑦᑕᐅᕙᑦᑐᑦ ᓄᓇᕗᒻᒥ, ᖃᓪᓗᓈᑦ
ᓄᓇᖓᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪ ᒥᐊᓕᒐᒃᑯᓐᓂᑦ. ᐊᖑᓇᓱᓐᓂᕐᒧᑦ
ᒪᓕᑦᑕᐅᔭᕆᐊᓖᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᐅᓚᑦᑎᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐊᑐᐊᒐᐃᑦ
ᑐᓐᖓᓂᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᕐᓂᐅᔪᒥᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑐᑎᑦ
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᓯᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᓂᑦ ᑲᖑᕐᓂᑦ. 
ᑕᑯᓐᓇᖅᑕᐅᓂᖏᑦ ᓇᓗᓴᐃᒃᑯᓯᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᑎᒻᒥᐊᑦ
ᐅᑎᖅᑕᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑦᑎᓂᖅ
ᑲᖑᖅᑕᐅᔪᓂᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᓯᓕᓐᓂᑦ ᐱᒻᒪᕆᐅᔪᑦ
ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑎᑦ ᐃᖏᕋᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ, ᕿᑐᓐᖏᐅᕐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ
ᐊᒻᒪ ᑐᖁᔾᔪᑎᒋᖃᑦᑕᖅᑕᖏᓐᓄᑦ. ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑕᖏᓐᓂ
ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑏᑦ ᐅᕙᑦᑎᓐᓂ ᐃᑲᔪᖅᐸᑦᑐᑦ
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᓯᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᓇᒥ ᐱᑭᐅᖃᑦᑕᕐᒪᖔᑕ
ᖃᓂᒋᔭᖓᓂ ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᐅᑉ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᑦᑕᐅᕙᑦᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ
ᐅᓄᕐᓂᖏᑦ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᐅᖓᓇᓱᑦᑕᐅᕙᑦᑐᑦ ᑲᓇᑕᒥ
ᒥᐊᓕᒐᒥᓗ. 

ᑲᖑᐃ ᐱᔭᐅᕙᑦᑐᑦ ᓱᓗᐃᔭᓕᕋᐃᒻᒪᑕ ᐊᒻᒪ
ᑎᖏᔪᓐᓇᐃᓕᓪᓗᑎᑦ. ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓯ ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑎᓪᓗᒍ
ᑲᑎᓐᖓᐅᓲᑦ ᓇᒦᓐᓂᖏᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᕙᑦᑕᕗᑦ
ᖁᓛᒎᓕᒃᑯᑦ. ᐊᑐᐃᓐᓇᐅᔪᐃᓐᓇᐅᓕᕋᐃᒻᒪᑕ, ᐃᓄᐃᑦ
ᓄᓇᒦᑦᑐᑦ ᓴᐱᓯᕙᑦᑐᑦ ᐱᓱᑦᑎᑎᓪᓗᑎᓪᓗ ᒪᑐᓯᒪᔪᒧᑦ
ᓄᓗᐊᖃᖅᑐᒧᑦ. ᐊᑦᑕᓇᐃᖅᓯᒪᓂᐊᕐᒪᑕ, ᓂᕐᓕᐊᕋᐃᑦ
ᑲᑎᓐᖓᑎᑕᐅᖏᑦᑐᑦ ᑲᖑᓪᓚᕆᓐᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐃᒻᒥᒃᑯᑦ
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᑦᑯᓯᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᖃᐅᔨᓴᖅᑎᐅᖃᑕᐅᔪᓄᑦ. 
ᑲᖑᐃᑦ ᐊᓂᑎᑕᐅᕙᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᑲᕐᕋᐃᑦ ᐱᖓᓱᑦ
ᖄᖏᕋᐃᒻᒪᑕ, ᐊᑕᐅᑦᑎᑰᖅᑕᑐᐅᓪᓗᑎᑦ ᓂᕐᓕᐊᕋᐃᑦ
ᔭᒐᐃᓂᐊᕐᖏᒻᒪᑕ ᐊᖓᔪᖅᑳᖏᓐᓂ. 



ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᓯᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ
ᑎᒻᒥᐊᑦ ᐅᑎᖃᑦᑕᖅᐸᑦ?

Do banded birds come back?

ᖁᖓᓯᖓᒍᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑕᐃᑦ
ᐋᓐᓂᖅᓯᕙᑉᐸᑦ ᑲᖑᕐᓂᑦ?

Do neck bands hurt geese?

ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑐᓂᑦ
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑕᓂᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᐸᑦ?

What types of bands are 
used?

Most geese are banded with an aluminium 
leg band. Written on each band is a unique 
number to identify the bird and a telephone 
number to report the band. Information 
from leg bands is usually only available 
after the animal is recaptured or has been 
harvested. Another type of band we use is 
a neck band, which is larger, and more 
conspicuous. The code written on them 
can be read with a telescope from a long 
distance. We can obtain a lot of 
information on movements of individual 
birds by just sighting them instead of 
recapturing them or relying on hunters to 
report information from leg bands of 
harvested birds. Birdwatchers report 
thousands of observations of neck-banded 
geese sighted in Quebec during migration 
every year.

Birds marked with leg and neck bands 
return to Bylot Island and every summer 
we observe several hundred of them 
nesting in the goose colony. More than 
half of the banded birds that return nest 
less than 200 metres from where they did 
the previous year.

Some birds we have recaptured have been 
banded for over ten years and are very 
healthy. Feathers around the neck band 
may be ruffled but the feathers are not 
worn out because the bands are made 
from very light plastic. Birds that wear 
bands migrate normally and retain their 
mate.
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This goose had a 
neck band for 5 years.
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ᓂᕐᓖᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᓯᖅᑕᐅᒐᔪᑦᑐᑦ ᓴᕕᕋᔭᐅᔭᒥᑦ
ᓂᐅᖓᒍᑦ. ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑕᖏᑦ ᓂᐅᖏᓐᓂ
ᓈᓴᐅᑎᖏᑦ ᐊᔾᔨᒌᖏᑐᐃᓐᓇᐃᑦ
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᓂᐊᕐᒪᑦ ᑎᒻᒥᐊᖅ ᐊᒻᒪ
ᐅᖄᓚᐅᑎᐅᑉ ᓈᓴᐅᑎᖓ ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑎᔾᔪᑕᐅᓂᐊᕐᒪᑦ. 
ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑎᐅᔪᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑕᖓᓂᑦ ᓂᐅᖓᓂᑦ
ᐱᔭᒃᓴᐅᒐᔪᓲᑦ ᑎᒻᒥᐊᖅ ᐱᔭᐅᒃᑲᓂᖅᑎᓪᓗᒍ
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᐆᒪᔪᖅᑕᐅᓯᒪᑎᓪᓗᒍ. ᐊᓯᐊ
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᑦᑯᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᑐᖃᑦᑕᖅᑕᕗᑦ ᖁᖓᓯᕈᑦ
ᖃᖓᓯᖓᒍᑦ, ᐊᖏᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᖅ, ᐊᒻᒪ
ᖃᐅᔨᔭᒃᓴᐅᓂᖅᓴᐅᔪᖅ. ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑕᖏᑦ
ᑎᑎᕋᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐅᖃᓕᒫᖅᑕᐅᔪᓐᓇᖅᑐᑦ
ᕿᓐᖑᒻᒥᒐᐅᑎᒧᑦ ᐅᖓᓯᑦᑐᒥᑦ. ᐊᖏᔪᓂᑦ
ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑎᓂᑦ ᓇᒧᖓᐸᓐᓂᖏᓐᓂᑦ ᐱᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᒍᑦ
ᑎᒻᒥᐊᓂᑦ ᑕᑯᑐᐃᓐᓇᖅᑐᒋᑦ ᐱᒃᑲᓐᓂᖔᕐᓇᒋᑦ
ᐅᕝᕙᓘᓐᓃᑦ ᑐᓐᖓᕕᒋᖏᖔᖅᑐᒋᑦ ᐊᖑᓇᓱᑦᑏᑦ
ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑕᐅᓗᑕ ᑐᑭᓯᒋᐊᕈᑎᓂᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑕᓂᑦ
ᓂᐅᖏᓐᓂ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᓯᒪᖏᖔᖅᑐᓂᑦ. ᑎᒻᒥᐊᓂᑦ
ᑕᑯᓐᓇᖅᑏᑦ ᑐᓴᖅᑎᑦᑎᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᑕᐅᓴᖏᓐᓃᑦᑐᓂᑦ
ᖃᐅᔨᔭᖏᓐᓂ ᖁᖓᓯᖓᒍᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᓯᖅᓯᒪᔪᓂᑦ
ᑕᑯᔭᐅᔪᓂᑦ ᑯᐸᐃᒃᒥᑦ ᐅᑎᖃᑦᑕᓕᖅᑎᓪᓗᒋᑦ
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒥᑦ. 

ᐃᓚᖏᑦ ᑎᒻᒥᐊᑦ ᐱᔭᐅᒃᑲᓐᓂᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᓯᖅᓯᒪᕙᑦᑐᑦ ᐅᖓᑖᓄ ᖁᓕᓂᑦ
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐆᒻᒪᑦᑎᐊᕆᑦᑐᑎᑦ. ᓱᓗᖏᑦ
ᖁᖓᓯᖓᓂᑦ ᓂᒐᕕᓯᒪᑐᐃᓐᓇᕆᐊᓕᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ
ᓱᓗᖏᑦ ᓄᖑᑎᖅᓯᒪᖏᑦᑐᑦ ᐅᐱᓐᓇᕋᓂ
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑕᐃᑦ ᐅᕿᑦᑑᒻᒪᑕ ᐊᐅᑦᑕᔫᖑᓪᓗᑎᑦ. 
ᑎᒻᒥᐊᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᓯᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᐅᑐᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ
ᐊᐃᑉᐸᖓᓂ ᐱᓯᒪᑦᑏᓇᖅᑐᑎᑦ. 

ᑎᒻᒥᐊᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᑕᓖᑦ ᓂᐅᖓᒍᑦ
ᖁᖓᓯᖓᒍᓪᓗ ᐅᑎᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ ᒥᑦᑎᒪᑕᓕᐅᑉ
ᐊᑭᖓᓄᑦ ᐊᒻᒪ ᐊᐅᔭᑕᒫᑦ ᑕᑯᖃᑦᑕᖅᑕᕗᑦ
ᕼᐊᓐᓇᓚᖏᓐᓃᑦᑐᑦ ᐱᑭᐅᖅᑐᑦ ᑲᖑᒐᒪᐅᔪᓂᑦ
ᑲᑎᓐᖓᔪᓂᑦ. ᓇᑉᐸᕆᓗᐊᖅᑕᖏᑦ
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᓯᖅᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᑎᒻᒥᐊᑦ ᐅᑎᖃᑦᑕᖅᑐᑦ
ᐱᑭᐅᕐᕕᖏᓐᓄᑦ 200 ᒦᑕᐃᑦ ᑐᖔᓂ
ᐅᖓᓯᓐᓂᖃᖅᑐᑦ ᓇᒦᕕᒋᓚᐅᖅᑕᖓᓂᑦ
ᐊᕐᕌᒍᒥᑦ. 
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ᑖᒃᑯᐊ ᑲᖑᐃᑦ
ᓇᓗᓇᐃᒃᑯᓯᖃᓚᐅᖅᑐᑦ
ᑕᓪᓕᒪᓂᑦ ᐊᕐᕌᒍᓂᑦ.


