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Why Study Shorebirds?

THANK YOU!

Shorebirds exhibit one of the most 
impressive migrations, traveling up to 
15,000 km from wintering areas in the  
south to breed in the Arctic.  They are 
the most diverse group of arctic breeding 
birds (50 species). Unfortunately, most 
North American shorebird populations 
are declining, the reasons for which are 
poorly understood.

Questions?  Please contact us!

Joël Bêty:
Université du Québec à Rimouski
joel_bety@uqar.qc.ca

(418) 723-1986 ext. 1707

Laura McKinnon:
laura.mckinnon@uqar.qc.ca
(418) 723-1986 ext. 1634
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Breeding Ecology Community Ecology

Shorebird breeding success is known to 
be linked to lemming cycles via 
predators.  The vulnerability of different 
species of shorebirds to predation and 
the relative importance of predators is 
virtually undocumented in North America.

During the breeding season, shorebirds 
must synchronize hatching  with peak 
insect abundance in order for chicks to 
survive. Arctic insect abundance is 
highly correlated with temperature.  
Rapid climate changes could disrupt this 
synchrony,  negatively affecting 
shorebird reproduction.
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1) Monitor shorebird nests to record nest 
success and timing of breeding
2) Sample insects to compare timing of 
shorebird breeding with insect availability.
3) Record predation events using remote 
camera systems to identify predators.
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