
CEN Bulletin
50 + years of excellence In norTHern researcH

JUNE 2015
Number 13   

cen.ulaval.ca 

1

CEN was renewed for the next six year term by the FRQNT and was awarded a 
grant of 408 000$/year, which represents the highest level of funding awarded 
to strategic clusters in the natural sciences this year. This said, it represents a 
cut of 7 % when compared to the last term’s funding level. Given the financial 
situation at the FRQ and the recent 20 % cuts applied to all major grants, 
including the strategic clusters program and those already funded by the 
Fonds, the funding secured by our cluster is impressive and reflects a great 
performance in the overall competition for funds. The comments by the 
evaluation committee highlighted the expertise and northern « savoir-faire » of 
the CEN, its openness to sharing of common resources as well as its innovative 
efforts in knowledge sharing and transfer.
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The 2015 ACUNS General Meeting will 
be held in Calgary during the ACUNS 
DUE North Student Conference, 
which takes place November 5-8, 
2015.

ArctictNet and its partners invite 
the Arctic reasearch community 
to participate in its next Annual 
scientific meeting which will be held 
in Vancouver December 7 - 11, 2015. 

 

The 68th Canadian Geotechnical 
Confrence and the 7th Canadian 
Permafrost Conference will be held 
in Québec City September 20-23, 
2015. 

The 16th Congress of the Association 
Québécoise de télédétection (AQT) 
will mark the 40th anniversary of the 
foundation of the AQT and will be 
held at INRS in Québec city October  
28-30, 2015. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

FRQNT FUNDING

CEN researcher Steeve Côté is the leader of 
Caribou Ungava, a large project that was awarded 
5.3 million $ over 5 years for the second phase of 
the project. The team includes researchers from 
universities as well as multiple governmental 
and industrial partners, among which figure the 
Grand Council of the Crees, Hydro-Québec, and 
the Ministère des Forêts de la Faune et des Parcs 
du Québec. Participating CEN members include 
Marco Festa-Bianchet, Jean-Pierre Tremblay, 
Martin-Hugues St-Laurent and Stéphane Boudreau. 
The main objective of the project is to quantify the factors determining the 
migratory caribou’s population dynamics and use of space in the double 
context of climate change and anthropogenic disturbance. The new scientific 
program will cover 4 major topics: 1) the cumulative effects of anthropogenic 
activities, such as mining and linear structures on the use of space and survival 
of caribou, 2) predator (wolf, black bear)-caribou interactions following 
important variations in caribou abundance, 3) understanding of the population 
dynamics to maintain socio-economic, cultural, subsidence and sport hunting 
activities, and 4) the impacts of climate change and demographic variations 
on caribou habitat. The program will fund the training of 10 graduate students 
and 1 post-doctoral researcher in the fields of animal ecology, plant-herbivore 
interactions, predator-prey interactions, remote-sensing and population 
genetics. The results from these studies will be used by the industrial partners 
when planning their long term activities, and by the governments managing 
the caribou populations in collaboration with the indigenous communities. 
Many communities depend on caribou for their subsistence, in addition to 
gaining essential economic and cultural benefits. The research will provide 
crucial information to ensure healthy management and conservation of this key 
species.

 SCIENCE HIGHLIGHT

http://acuns.ca/en/agm/
http://www.arcticnetmeetings.ca/asm2015/
http://www.arcticnetmeetings.ca/asm2015/
http://www.geoquebec2015.ca/en/
http://www.geoquebec2015.ca/en/
http://www.geoquebec2015.ca/en/
http://www.laqt.org/AQT2015/
http://www.laqt.org/AQT2015/
http://www.caribou-ungava.ulaval.ca/en/accueil/
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The CEN has obtained, under the leadership of its director, Najat Bhiry, a CFI grant 
of 3 M $ for the construction of the Centre for northern Research and Innovation 
in Knowledge exchange (CRIK) in Nunavik. The co-applicants were the CEN, CIERA 
and Nasivvik. The research envisioned will be divided into four main themes: 
(1) ecosystem research (permafrost, aquatic environments, ocean and river 
ice, caribou and vegetation); (2) impacts of mining development on northern 
communities; (3) relationship between environmental change and cultural 
change; (4) health and well-being of Nunavik Inuit. The training of northerners and 
of highly qualified personnel is at the heart of our interdisciplinary, community-
oriented research. The centre will consist of a laboratory, space for conferences 
and multimedia meetings, and a few sleeping quarters for visitors.

NEWS FROM OUR STATIONS

Participants at CEN’s 2015 annual 
meeting.

CEN ANNUAL MEETING
The CEN annual meeting took place at Université Laval on the 12th of February 
and brought together over 160 of our researchers and students. Five students 
received prizes to highlight the quality of their presentations: Martin Leclerc 
(best oral presentation), Clément Chevalier (best poster PhD), Yannick Seyer 
(best poster MSc), Michaël Bonin (best 2 minute elevator pitch) and Yann Foury 
(Louis-Edmond Hamelin prize for communication). The students Julie Malenfant-
Lepage, Samuel Gagnon and Frédéric Lesmerises won the photo contest in the 
respective categories: public vote, special North and link to research. Thanks to all 
our participants and well done to all the winners!

IMAGE CONTEST
Two CEN students, Clément Besnard and Frédéric Lesmerises, are finalists in 
the prestigious image contest “La preuve par l’image” held by the ACFAS. The 
unique images are derived from the researchers’ work and come from a variety of 
scientific disciplines. You can vote for your favorite image here. You can vote for 
your favorite image by clicking here.

Photo: Frédéric Lesmerises Image: Clément Besnard

http://www.cen.ulaval.ca/en/page.aspx?lien=galeriephoto
http://ici.radio-canada.ca/concours/la_preuve_par_l_image/2015/
http://ici.radio-canada.ca/concours/la_preuve_par_l_image/2015/
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Nigel Roulet became a regular member of the CEN in June last year. Researcher 
in the Geography Department at McGill University, Nigel holds the James 
McGill Professorship in recognition of his outstanding research contributions. 
He is interested in understanding how biogeochemical transformations and 
ecosystem dynamics respond to changes in hydrological and climatological 
settings and forcings in cool-temperate, boreal, subarctic and arctic regions. 
Nigel and his team employ observational, experimental and modelling 
approaches to try to resolve fundamental questions related to wetlands, 
particularly peatlands, and forest processes and patterns. Nigel is also a 
member of the ADAPT team. Welcome aboard CEN Nigel!

CEN RESEARCHER: NIGEL ROULET

A WORD FROM OUR STUDENT REPS
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Dear student colleagues,

A warm welcome to all our new students! We wish to thank those who participated 
to the annual symposium and our spring meeting.

Last fall, your Student Board updated the Award and Scholarship Program offered 
to CEN students. Here are the major changes and new awards:

1) Students that were not eligible to the student awards and scholarships 
because they were members of another FRQNT strategic cluster are now 
considered «associate student members» and are eligible. They can receive 50% 
of the amounts awarded to regular members.

2) Awards for communications in international and national conferences: 
From now on, if a student is first author for two international conferences, he or 
she is eligible to a first international award and a second national award.

3) Scholarship for international or national conferences for postdoctoral 
fellows. This new scholarship covers the registration fees to one or more 
conferences.

4) Training scholarship. This new scholarship is for training initiatives that 
are not in the course program of graduate students. 

For more information on awards and scholarships, you are invited to consult the 
« Scholarship and awards » section (in French) on the CEN website under the 
student section (www.cen.ulaval.ca).

We wish you all a great season in the field or in the lab!

Your Devoted Student Board: Courriel: etudiants@cen.ulaval.ca

Follow CEN news 
on Facebook

The CEN Bulletin is written for CEN members and the scientific community and 
others interested in northern environmental research. The material provided
showcases the work of its members and aims to disseminate information on
CEN activities. 

ACFAS 2015 - UQAR
The last ACFAS meeting which took 
place May 24 to 30th at UQAR was 
a resounding success! Many CEN 
members actively took part in the 
organization of the event, notably 
by organizing workshops, planning 
activities for the general public and 
presenting outstanding scientific 
(and even musical!) performances. 
You can read all about CEN’s media 
coverage and listen to (in French) 
Boucar Diouf ’s program recorded 
during the ACFAS meeting which 
put CEN researcher and musician-
singer Martin-Hugues St-Laurent in 
the spotlight. 

HUBERT-REEVES PRIZE
Congratulations to CEN researcher 
Dominique Berteaux who was 
awarded the 2015 Hubert-Reeves 
Prize by the «Association des 
communicateurs scientifiques du  
Québec» for his book «Changements 
climatiques et biodiversité du 
Québec». The book, written for the 
general public, traces the portrait of 
the state of biodiversity in Québec, 
in conjunction with climate data to 
better comprehend the profound 
changes to come.

http://www.cen.ulaval.ca/en/membre.aspx?id=2535870&membre=nroulet
http://www.cen.ulaval.ca/page.aspx?lien=bourse
mailto:etudiants%40cen.ulaval.ca?subject=
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CENTRE-D%C3%89TUDES-NORDIQUES-CEN-Centre-for-northern-studies/201914913176207
http://www.facebook.com/pages/CENTRE-D%C3%89TUDES-NORDIQUES-CEN-Centre-for-northern-studies/201914913176207
http://www.cen.ulaval.ca/en/news.aspx?ID=72367&type=0
http://www.cen.ulaval.ca/en/news.aspx?ID=72367&type=0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmQ3FThw37g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CmQ3FThw37g

